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CONFIDENTIAL 


By FRANK AMATO 


MIKE GRAHAM and STEVE 
KEIRN, back wrestling as а 
team after Keirn's return from a. 
broken leg, catapulted to the 
heights by winning the U.S. Tag 
‘Team Championship and Florida 
State Tag Team Championship. 
‘This marks the third time that 
Mike and Steve have held the 
U.S. tag belts and the second 
time as Florida tag champs 

NICK BOCKWINKLE 
still reigns supreme as AWA 
World Heavyweight Champion 
despite the fact manager BOBBY 
HEENAN’S absence due to his 
being banned from the territory 

~+- DICK MURDOCH is 
feuding with THE BRUISER ever 
since Murdoch upset Bruiser for 
the Missouri State Title 
ANDRE THE GIANT won yet 
another Battle Royal, this time a 
sixteen man contest in White 
Plans, N.Y. Later that night An- 
dre took the measure of CHIEF 
PETER MAIVIA . RODDY 
PIPER the top dog in the Pacific, 
Northwest areas holds the 
Pacific Northwest Title 
МВ. WRESTLING II, the popular 
masked star, still holds the 
NWA North American Cham- 
pionship -... TOM JONES 
regained his lost TV Title from 
the man who had beaten him 
for it, BLACK GORDMAN in Los 
Angeles .......... RICKY 
STEAMBOAT is more popular 
than ever and still holds the 
1.8. Heavyweight Championship 
of the NWA .. RIC FLAIR, 
is now campaigriing in 
Oklahoma-Louisiana areas and 
wants the belt from MR. 
WRESTLING II 
GENTLEMAN JERRY and 
LUSCIOUS JOHNNY VALIANT 
are still keeping tight hold of 
the WWF World Tag Team Cham- 
pionship. HANDSOME JIMMY 
VALIANT joins his brothers in 
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six-man tag matches and that 
spells trouble. The Valiants are 
hated - PAT PATTERSON 
has invaded the WWF and THE 
GRAND WIZARD is his manager. 
Wiz stated, “Tt has taken me 
two years of negotiations and a 
big fat contract to get Pat here 
and soon Backlund will meet 
defeat" BUDDY 
ROGERS who held both the 
WWF and NWA World Heavy- 
weight Championships is back 
in active wrestling after a ten 
year layoff. Buddy recently met 
SONNY KING in Boxer vs. 
Wrestler match in Miami, 
Florida. King once was a pro 
fighter before turning to wres- 
tiing LARRY ZBYZSKO 
and TONY GAREA are wrestling 
1n Japan and South Africa 

JOS LeDUC, out of 
action from an injury by DUSTY 
RHODES, is recovering and 
should be back in action by the 
time you read this 
GREG VALENTINE upset 
popular DINO BRAVO for the 
Canadian Heavyweight Cham- 
pionship in Toronto, Canada. 
GRAND WIZARD is ever so hap- 
py that his protege Valentine 
wears the belt 3 
CHARLIE COOK holds the 
Arkansas Heavyweight Cham- 
pionship MIKE 
GEORGE, turned mat villain 
under manager ROCK HUNTER, 
took the Louisiana State Title 
from JERRY STUBBS ... 
DUSTY RHODES holds the 
Florida TV Title Е 
Popular JIMMY GARVIN holds 
both the Florida Heavyweight 
Title and Southern Heavyweight 
Title. Jimmy has turned back ti- 
tle bids from BUGSY McGRAW, 
MISSOURI MAULER and OX 
BAKER for the Florida belt. 
"Each title defense is worth 
$10,000 - TITO SAN- 








Crazy Luke Graham mauls his oppo- 
nent. Graham is now campaigning 
down south. 


TANA the Mexican mat ace is 
doing excellent in the WWF 
areas. Santana is gaining 
popularity with each appearance 
and fans are acclaiming him as 
the new PEDRO MORALES 

THE TWIN DEVILS 
hold the Americas Tag Team 
Championship BAD 
LEROY BROWN has the 
Americas Championship 

..KEN PATERA and BIG 

JOHN STUDD hold Mid-Atlantic 
Tag Title BOB ROOP is 
wrestling down south .... 
IVAN KOLOFF and OLE ANDER- 
SON are the Georgia Tag Champs 

TED DIBIASE the WWF 
North American Heavyweight 
Champion is getting a big rush 
from DICK "Bulldog BROWER, 
So far Ted has managed to keep 
Brower at bay .......... ADRIAN 
ADONIS and RON STARR hold 
the Pacific Northwest Tag Team 
Championship .......... The 
masked MAGNIFICENT M turn- 
ed out to be DON MURACO after 
being unmasked by STEVE 
MEIRN with help by JACK 
BRISCO and RAY CANDY. 
Muraco has vowed to settle the 
score with all three and will 
wrestle without the mask as 
MAGNIFICENT MURACO despite 
the shaved head ..... 


‘continued on page & 








WRESTLING CONFIDENTIAL 
dcontinued from pag 

ALBERTO MADRIL scored a vic- 
tory over TWIN DEVIL #1 in a 
Steel Cage Match in Los Angeles 
‚+. KILLER KARL КОХ 
still holds the Brass Knuckles 
Title in Florida ~- CRAZY 
LUKE GRAHAM found hís way 
to Oklshoma-Louisiana area 

2222222 ABDULLAH THE BUT- 
CHER causing all kinds of havoc 
in Puerto Rico - CARLOS 
COLON holds the Puerto Rican 
Тїйө on that island. 

STAN (THE MAN) STASIAK back 
1n the Pacific Northwest area 
and states, “I grew up here and 
held the Pacific Northwest title 
seven times. I will make it eight 
soon” CHAVO GUERRO 
and arch enemy EDDIE 
MANSFIELD are feuding in Los 
Angeles. It was a bloody 
Mansfield after Chavo used a 
chain on him much to the 
delight of the fans 

Word has it that BLACKJACK 
LANZA turned mat hero which 
leaves manager BOBBY 
HEENAN where? 

TONY ATLAS down Oklahoma 
way. PAUL ORNDORFF 
and JIMMY SNUKA doing well 
as WWA World Tag Champions 

2... JERRY STUBBS still 

has the Mississippi State belt 
..... THE MASKED 
ASSASSIN and FRANK "THE 
ANGEL" MORELL hold the U.S. 
Tag belts of Oklahoma and Loui 
siana Tag Team belts 

NWA World Heavyweight Cham- 
pion turned back a title bid 
from TED DIBIASE in St. Louis 

..OHIEF JAY 

STRONGBOW made some ap- 
pearances in WWF TV matches 
walking with aid of crutches. 
‘Strongbow 1s recovering nicely 
from broken leg by GREG 
VALENTINE's Figure 4 Leglock. 
Strongbow sat at ringside for 
some matches while Valentine 
wrestled. Jay said, “T'I be back 
soon and Valentine will pay 
thousand fold for what he did to 
me. My war bonnet is ready” 
- THE GREAT HOSSIEN 
ARAB from Iran is making 
waves in the WWF and recently 
his contract was turned over to 
THE GRAND WIZARD by FRED 
BLASSIE until Fred returns 
from world tour looking for new 
talent. Wizard has also taken 
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over NIKOLAI VOLKOFF as weli 
..GREG GAGNE and 

STEVE OLSONOWSI have formed 
а solid tag team and they are 
aiming for the AWA World tag 
belts Since his come- 
back COWBOY BILL WATTS has 
а $10,000 bounty placed on his 
head by ROCK HUNTER 

--... THE ASSASSIN injured 
IRON MIKE SHARPE with his 
Piledriver and will be out of ac- 
tion for several weeks 
IVAN PUTSKI has declared war 
on both BULLDOG BROWER and 
GREG VALENTINE ....... 
Seeing is believing as VICTOR 
RIVERA has been attacking the 
mat meantes out Los Angeles 
way .......... It couldn't last as 
KILLER KARL KOX has 
Teverted back to his villainous 





r Maivia choking Ivan Putski. Маім; 
Putski is feuding with Bulldog Brower and Greg Valentine in WWF. 


is wrestling in Japan, while 





ways. He felt BUDDY ROGERS 
stole JIMMY GARVIN away 
from him, and heated words en- 
sued . MR. FUJI in Ten- 
nessée doing his evil worst but, 
old rival DEAN HO wants his 
Japanese hide Word 
just arrived that KING CURTIS 
IAUKEA upset JIMMY GARVIN 
for the Florida belt 
TANK PATTON out Oklahoma 
way . HAYSTACKS 
CALHOUN back in WWF rings 

È Well this concludes 
another edition of my column. 
This reporter would appreciate 
any information vía programs, 
letters and newspaper clippings, 
bulletins from fans. Please write 
to FRANE AMATO, 80 Coun- 
tisbury Avenue, North Valley 
Stream, М.Ү. 11580. 








Tanaka has big Gorilla Monsoon in trouble. 


TORU TANAKA CLAIMS: 


"AMERICAN 
WRESTLERS 
ARE THE 
DIRTIEST! 


“There is not one scientific 
wrestler around,” charges 
the Japanese star. “They all 
grab, gouge, kick and throw 


things in my eyes.” 
By LOU SAHADI 


He appeared surly. He sat in front of his 
locker with a towel draped over his 
shoulders. He had finished his match only 
a half-hour before, and he wasn't in any 
particular hurry to leave. Slowly, he began 
putting his gear into his bag. There were a 
few visitors on the other side of the large 
room, but Toru Tanaka completely ignored 
them. He is not exactly friendly. 

An official approached Tanaka and ask- 
ed him a question. It pertained to 
something that had happened during his 
match. His answer was a shrug. Tanaka 
returned to his packing, and the official 
walked away. Again Tanaka shook his 
head, almost in disbelief, and slowly finish- 
ed packing. He removed the towel that 
was hanging loosely on his shoulders and 
wiped his face. Then he reached for his 
shirt and slowly fastened the buttons. 
When he finished, he picked up an ex- 
pensive pair of leather boots and began 
polishing them. This was Tanaka's way of 
unwinding. 

There was a scowl on Tanaka's face. 


WRESTLING TODAY 11 











| 


Whatever the official had asked 
him disturbed him to some degree. 
He wasn't overly upset. He's been 
around too long to lose his com- 
posure. Like him or not. Tanaka is 
а professional in every sense of 
the word. At 41, he is a cagey vet- 
eran of the ring wars. He is a solid- 
ly built gladiator, standing an even 
Six teet and weighing 264 pounds. 
His goatee, mustache, and short 
‘cropped hair gives him a villainous 
Jook. It's obvious why he is booed 
in any city that he appears. 

“The boos don't bother me апу 
more," remarked Tanaka. "You 
might say that I've gotten used to 
them. I've been around too long to 
let them upset me. It used to 
bother me at first, at the beginning 
| just couldn't understand why the 
fans would act that way. | consider 
myself an excellent wrestler, skill 
ed in my profession. So, why 
should 1 be booed? 

"It didn't take me long to realize 
that the American wrestling fans 
don't understand what the sport is. 
really about. They scream and yell 
at anything their hero does, Their 
favorite can't do any wrong. There 
is more to wrestling than a popu- 
larity contest. The fans might not 
appreciate my talents, but the pro- 
moters do; and that's all that 
matters to me." 

Tanaka is perhaps the finest 
Japanese wrestler on the circuit. 
He is main event property. Ak- 
though he has never won the 
world's heavyweight championship, 
he has come close on a number of 
‘occasions. Some of his matches 
against Bruno Sammartino and 
Pedro Morales have been classics. 
They were that good and that 
close. In a couple of those match- 
ез, Tanaka felt he had won. 

Recently returned from Japan, 
Tanaka is once again in pursuit of 
the title that has eluded him. This 
time he is more determined than 
ever to grab it 

Tanaka once had an exceptional 
experience in Japan. It wasn't so 
much the success he enjoyed in 
the ring. It went beyond that. Un- 
known to anyone, Tanaka spent 
1wo weeks in seclusion in the. 
Hokaido Mountains. He spent six 
hours a day, seven days a week in 
solitude learning new wrestling 
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looking Toru Tanaka. 


techniques from a grandmaster 
named Fubuda. Tanaka strongly 
believes it was the most rewarding 
thing he ever experienced. 

“I did a great deal of Zen p. c- 
tice,” disclosed Tanaka. "It's the 
highest form of mental meditation 
which trains you to control your in- 
ner strength. It's a sublime feeling 
the mind and the energy in the. 
body become one. More or less, it 
is concentrated power. Not many 
persons can experience this feel- 
ing. Only persons with superior in- 


telligence and strength can master 
that moment. It is the ultimate. 

“1 also learned а new hold. It is 
deadly. How I apply it and to what 
part of the body | exert it, I won't 
disclose. It is my secret and mine 
only. | will not use it until | am. 
wrestling for the world's champion- 
ship. | hope it will be against Bob 
Backlund. | have a score to settle 
with him. With me it is Oriental 
vengeance, and that is the worst 
kind." 

Tanaka has a personal dislike for 
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The powerful Japanese star applies a chin hold. 


former world champion Bruno 
Sammartino, He actually sneers 
when he discusses him, In his own 
heart he felt that he defeated Sam- 
martino several years ago for the 
belt, once in Boston and the other 
time in New York. On both occa- 
sions, he felt the referee favored 
Sammartino. He truly believes that 
both of the officials were influence: 
ed by the fans. Tanaka never 
doubts Sammartino's popularity. It 
is his ability he challenges. 

Right at this very moment | 





know | won the championship from 
Sammartino,” claimed Tanaka. 

Down deep | know I beat him be- 
cause | did it before, and they 
didn't give me the title. It caused 
me a great loss, both in ratings 
and money. That much I'll admit. 

Because he was the champion 

doesn't mean he is above re- 
proach. He is one of the dirtiest 
wrestlers | have ever faced. He 
always using his knees on me, 
which is nothing more than a way 
of kicking. His fans think it is a 






























great maneuver, and they cheer 
him on. At best, it is nothing more 
than a street fighter's tactic. There 
is no skill or finesse involved. 

“1 haven't forgotten what he did 
to me in Boston a couple of years 
ago. | was standing on the stairs 
leading to the ring, looking down at 
the fans. All of a sudden Sammar- 
tino charged behind me and hit me 
over the head with a vicious blow. | 
was stunned, first of all because | 
didn't expect it, and secondly, the 
blow almost caused a paralysis in 
my back. That's enough to make 
me hate the guy. 

Strangely, Tanaka doesn't limit 
his hate to Sammartino alone. 
Rather, his fury is directed at all 
the wrestlers on the American cir- 
cuit. Tanaka is a proud Oriental. 

He feels his skills shouldn't be di- 
minished by the dirty tactics so 
often displayed by wrestlers 
throughout the country. That up- 
sets him to no degree and is a 
Sore spot with him. Tanaka is quite 
vocal about it, too. 

The American wrestlers are the 
filthiest and dirtiest wrestlers | 
have come across," charges 
Tanaka. "They don't know what 
the word wrestling means. They 
are not wrestlers but brawlers, the 
kind you see in an alley. You don't 
need skill for the way they wrestle, 
irs nothing more than a charade. 
not one scientific 
round. They all grab, 
‘gouge, and kick. | don't know how 
many times they have thrown 
things in my eyes. They resort to 
foreign objects, which, for some 
eason | can't understand, the 
ees can't detect. It is just 
plain disgusting, 

Look at Fritz Von Erich and his 
w Hold. It should be outlawed. 
Ever see the way Pedro Morales 
uses his fists? He should be a box- 
er. And Sammartino, the way he 
uses his knees? It's no wonder that 
he dislocated them a couple of 
fimes the way he uses them. It's a 





























To me, it’s an honor to wrestle 
with skill. That's the way 1 was 
trained. But skill doesn’t mean any- 
thing here. That's one reason why 
professional wrestling is looked 
down upon. It's not a skillful test 
between two professionals, but in- 
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stead it turns out to be nothing 
more than a ‘pier six’ brawl. And, 
the referees don't help much. They 
are partial to the fans and are 
afraid to reprimand their hero 

"Even my own people hate my 
guts. | have learned to use the 
same violent tactics that the 
‘American wrestlers employ, more 
or less by habit. | have been vic- 
timized in a sense. | am not doing 
what | was trained to do in the 
Oriental ways in exercising my 
skills. 1 want to be the greatest 
Japanese wrestler ever, greater 
than Rikidozan, Baba, Endo, 
Toyonoburi, Kudo, Eko, and 
Higami. Those names may not 
mean anything to you, but in Japan 
they are held with reverence and 
honor.” 

Only time will judge whether 
Tanaka will be held in the same 
esteem of the Japanese stars. 
Chances are he will. He is a 
dedicated wrestler who is always 
striving for excellence. Not only is 
he a skilled performer; but he is а 
highly intelligent one, which gives 
him a sense of awareness. There 
is no question that he is the most 
feared Japanese on the circuit. 

But that isn't glory enough for 
Tanaka, Neither is the pain and in 
juries he has suffered in battle. He 
broke his left ankle several years 
ago, and it still troubles him. He 
also suffered a broken right wrist 
Which healed quickly. He is some- 
times reminded of bone chips їп 
his elbow by a throbbing pain. He 
has countless scars on his face 
and his head. 

Ali this he has learned to accept 
as the hazards of his profession. 
None of the physical hurts have di- 
minished his proficiency as a wres- 
tier. All of it he can control be- 
cause of his skill. It is the style of 
wrestling portrayed by his adver- 
saries that bothers him. It has left 
him unhappy, almost to the point of 
frustration. He is a purist, and 
anything else is ugly. 

“The way Americans wrestle is 
disgraceful," reiterated Tanaka. 

"I can't accept it. How they can Бе 
зо dirty is beyond my comprehen- 
sion. | try to rise above it, but at 
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Tanaka has his own version of 
a headlock. 


times you simply cannot. There 
comes a point when you have to 
fight fire with fire. Yet, as a scien- 
tific wrestler, I know there is no 
one around who is better than me. 
Тат destined to become the 
world champion, 1 have trained 
toward that goal all my life. My 
refined skills will eventually over- 
come the inadequacies predomi- 











nant in American rings. 1 am a die- 
hard Japanese. | am not afraid of 
anything. My people are not afraid. 
to die. They have shown that. То 
me, there is another life superior to. 
the one | am living now.” 

That is the sublime. That is the 
way Tanaka thinks. That is why 
Tanaka may yet succeed in be- 
coming the world’s champion 














Another view of that Boston Crab 
submission hold by Gagne. 





VERNE GAGNE ADMITS 


"ITS TOUGH 


AN EX CHAMPION!” 


“J feel like a lost soul,” reveals Gagne 
who held the title most of his 30 years 
in the ring. “Now I feel naked without it.'* 


By FRANK AMATO 


There isn't a wrestling fan 
worth his weight who hasn't heard 
of Verne Gagne. The man is truly a 
legend in his time. There hasn't 
been much that Verne Gagne 
hasn't done in the tough sport of 
professional wrestling, For three 
decades Gagne has heard the 
cheers of fans the world over. 

The titles that have come his 
way are too numerous to mention 
but three are the most important 
and the most cherished by Verne: 
The U.S. Championship he held 
during the very late fifties; the 
AWA World Tag Team Champion- 
ship; and of course the AWA World 
Heavyweight Championship he 
held twice. 

The first time was against 
former NWA World Heavyweight 
Champion Pat O'Connor in 1961 
Verne lost the title for two years to 
Maurice "Mad Dog" Vachon in 
1965. Then in 1968 Verne regain 
the belt. Gagne kept the title until 
Nick Bockwinkle upset him in 1975. 
with a controversial pin fall 

Since that time Gagne has tried 
and tried with all his worth to 
regain the belt; but so far Nick 
Bockwinkle has led a charmed 
reign. Verne says of being the 
ex-champion, "I feel like a lost 
soul. You know that belt became a 


























Verne Gagne wears his AWA World 
Heavyweight Championship belt 
when he ruled that alliance before 
losing his title to Nick Bockwinkle. 
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Gagne a master of holds uses a 
favorito of his The Boston Crab to 
try and win his bout. Referee Gil. 
Roman eyes the action. 


part of me. I wore the belt in every 
title match and even non-titie 
bouts. | wore it in tag matches. 
Now | feel naked without it. it's 
like | lost a dear friend. It's tough 
being an ex-champion” 

Veme continues, "When | first 
lost the title to Vachon I felt 
lousy. But | was confident | could 
regain the belt. I had many 
rematches with Vachon bi 
kept the belt. Then I concentrated 
оп the tag title and won that 
When that title was gone | set my 
sights on Vachon again and won 
it back”. 
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When I regained the belt | 
didn't delude myself that I would 
hold this title forever. No 
champion ever thinks that or if he 


does he's a fool. Well, I'm no 
fool. knew sooner or later the 
belt would be lost to somebody if 
| didn't retire undefeated. But 
then again no wrestler ever retired 
undefeated because a champion 
has such a heavy schedule he 
hasn't the time to think of 
etirement" 

"If I had lost the AWA title fairly | 
wouldn’t have any complaints 
Then you figure the better man 














won that night. But losing the 
belt the way I did turns my 
stomach. Bobby Duncum and 
that rat Bobby Heenan interfered 
Then my son Greg tried to 
straighten things out but then 
Bockwinkle caught me from 
behind and pinned me. 

When Gagne was the champion 
the second time around he 
defended the belt with honor. His 
matches with such top rated stars 
filled arenas in the AWA: Billy 
Robinson; Waldo Von Erich: 
Killer Kowalski; Larry Hennig; 
Harley Race; Butcher Vachon; 





He's been a winner for throe 
docades and Verne Gagne raises his 
arms in triumph. 


Bobby Duncum; Ray Stevens 
Emie Ladd and Bill Watts all tried 
and failed. 

Billy Robinson the great star 
from England provided the 
3tiffest and greatest challenge for 
Verne. Verne says of Robinson 
"He's a great one. There isn'ta 
hold hecan't apply. His moves 
are like artistry. If I had lost my 
belt to Billy | would have felt 
proud to lose to such a great 
wrestler" 

In tact, Gagne aid lose the belt 
to Robinson very briefly in 
Hawaii. By having his foot on the 








rope during the pin, saved his 
belt. Verne says of that ruling 
which saw his belt returned, "I 
must say Billy was superb that 
night. He wrestled like a true 
champion. The films of that 
match plainly saw my foot on the. 
торе and Billy being a true 
gentleman and sportsman 
returned the belt without any sour 
grapes. | felt great about the 
decision but felt equaily bad for 
Billy 

Although they were fierce 
competitors the mutual respect 
Verne has for Robinson stil 











continues today. They have 
formed a tough tag team to 
challenge the AWA World Tag 
Team Champions Ray Stevens 
and Pat Patterson. Says Veme, 
When Stevens and Patterson 
were awarded the belts | was 
furious. Afterall, my son Greg 
and Jim Brunzell had those belts 
fora long time. But Jim became 
injured and the belts were given 
up 

Now you might say Greg апа 
Jim are our competition for the 
litle. I wish them luck but Billy 

icontinued on page 62 
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The brothers wait for the match to begin. 


wrestling. 

“There is а big difference be- 
tween amateur and professional 
wrestling," Johnny said, wiping his 
mouth with a napkin. “Almost any- 
опе can wrestle as an amateur. A 
kid weighing 120 pounds could 
wrestle as an amateur but he could 
never turn pro. One seldom gets in- 
jured in amateur wrestling. Injuries, 
often permanent, constantly occur 
in pro wrestling. The pros break 
the rules much more often and 
they usually get away with it. An 
athlete must be big, strong and 
Vicious to survive in this sport." 

Johnny should know. He has in- 
jured numerous wrestlers in the 
ring including Ray Stevens, Alberto 
Madrill, Earl “Mr. Universe’ 
Maynard, Pat Patterson, Ron Starr 
and Jimmy Snuka. On most occa- 
sions, these injuries were totally 
uncalled for. However, The Valiant 
Brothers admit they are sadistic 
and they enjoy watching their 
opponents suffer. 

“Money isn't everything, and we 
aren't in wrestling only for the 
money," Jimmy admitted. “We 
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also love dishing out pain. We have 
our reasons and they aren't just 
because we are sadistic athletes 
by nature. 


"We love injuring opponents 
because it serves them right for 
even thinking there is a chance 
they could defeat us. Anybody who 
steps into the ring with us is asking 
for it, Not only will we beat them 
fair and square, but we will go a 
few steps further and attempt to 
cripple or at least injure them 
whenever possible. We are insulted 
every time we are challenged. Is 
there any wrestler out there who, 
really believes he can defeat me or 
Johnny. alone or together in a tag 
match? He would have to be crazy, 
and | think the wrestling world is 
finally catching on to this. 

“Everyone knows of our reputa- 
tion so they can't say they weren't 
warned," he continued. “We аге 
rated among the top ten tag teams 
in the country, so anyone who 
challenges us knows of our ability. 
That's why we are shocked. 
everytime helpless opponents stare 





up at us in surprise as we beat the 
heck out of them. Like | said, it 
teaches them a lesson — they 
should never accept a match with 
us 

If there were no challengers, 
there would be no matches and, 
consequently, no money. How 
does Jimmy feel about this? 

^I couldn't care less about 
money. Sure, | love it and 1 enjoy 
having the finer things in life, but L 
have made several successful in- 
vestments and money isn't my 
main concern. As far as running 
out of challengers, that will never 
happen, There will always be fools 
who think they can astonish the 
wrestling fans by beating us. But, it 
will never happen. 

Enrique Vera, a former 
heavyweight champion of Mexico, 
flatly refuses to wrestle The Valk 
ants in a single match or in a tag 

They are not wrestlers, they 
are animals," Vera said. “Why 
should | jeopardize my health and 
future for a match with them? They 
have used brass knuckles, chairs. 
foreign objects and anything they 
can get their hands on in recent 
matches, They break every rule 
they can. 

In my opinion, they shouldn't 
even be allowed to wrestle. Of- 
ficials should have suspended 
them or forced them to turn in their 
licenses long ago. Fighting fire with 
fire is not the answer. 1 want to 
wrestle scientifically and cleanly, 
the way it should be done. | don't 
want to go against the rules, and 
that's the way it has to be when 
‘opposing them in а match, That's 
not my bag, 

Promoter Roy Shire, the man 
who revived wrestling in California 
in 1961, feels The Valiant Brothers 
are an asset. He is happy to have 
them on his cards, regardless of 
the fact they often break rules and 
cause general havoc. 

it is the referee's problem to 
catch them with their dirty 
objects," Shire said. “Му concern 
is that contracts are signed and 
they appear where they are sup- 
posed to. The Valiant Brothers 
draw large crowds whenever and 
wherever they wrestle and that's 
the thing that really impresses а 
promoter. 

There's really nothing |, as a 
promoter. can do about their illegal 
‘continued on page 60 









Johnny works over his foe. 








| BOB BACKLUND 
VOWS: 









“I know there are experts who believe I won’t 
last as champion,” fumes Backlund. *1°т 
determined to prove how wrong they are.” 


Bob Backlund had somo vory scary 
moments against Greg Valentine. 
Bob drives his elbow into Greg's shoulder. 








BOB BACKLUND 


deliberation, the WWF officials 
concluded Backlund remain 
champion, 

О! course Wizard and Graham 
were furious over being ruled 
against. Bob Backlund was happy 
but was determined to prove him- 
self worthy of the title. Bob said 
after the meeting, "I was prepared 
to hand over the belt if it was ruled 
that | must. I'm not happy over 
winning this belt with doubt of my 
victory. At the time! didn't know 
Graham's foot was on the горе but 
1 will give Graham a rematch and 
prove | deserve this belt” 

The wrestling reporters for the 
major wrestling magazines who 
covered wrestling tor years and 
аге considered experts were split 
‘ver the decision for Backlund. 
They were also split over the 
chances of Bob Backlund's longev- 
ity as champion. Even the wrestl- 
ing promoters were split over 
Backlund's chances at remaining 
champion for a long time. But ex- 
perts could be wrong. Atter all they 
had predicted a long title reign for 
Graham but his reign lasted less 
than ten months. 

The title reign of Bob Backlund 
continues and he's passed his first 
year as champion. The WWWF 
changed its name from World Wide 
Wrestling Federation to World 
Wrestling Federation (WWF). Willy 
Gilzenberg passed away and 
Hisashi Shinma of Japan became 
the new president. A few weeks 
after winning the WWF title Bob 
Backlund signed a contract with 
Arnold Skoaland to act as his 
manager. 

Changes had taken place within 
the WWF and even Bob Backlund 
changed. Wrestling managers and 
their proteges called Bob a boy 
‘champion who will go down to 
defeat easily. Bob was determined 
to prove them wrong. He disliked 
being called a boy champion. "I'm 
in my mid-twenties and have four 
years experience behind me," he 
snapped. "1 defeated many too 
wrestlers to get where | am. | may 
have young features but I'm no 
boy. Boys don't become a world 
champion.” 

know there are experts who 
believe | won't last as champion. 
They think my opponents are 
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Bob Backlund has Greg Valentine. 
caught in his Abdominal Stretch 
submission hold. Bob and Valentine 
are still feuding. 













Bob is bloody after a very tough title 
defense but still wears his 
WWF belt. 


Bob Backlund wears his WWF World 
Heavyweight Championship belt proudly. 








tougher and more ringwise than | 
I don’t dispute their feelings about 
my opponents. | know there will be 
opponents who will stop at nothing 
to take this gold belt away from 
me. There are three managers. 
Fred Blassie, Lou Albano and 
Grand Wizard who have wrestlers 
ready to wrestle me. If they fail | 
know they will bring in others. | 
realize my position as champion 
has placed me as a target. I'll 
learn to live with this but I'm ready 
о defend my title with blood, 
sweat and fierce determination. | 
want to prove certain experts 
wrong 

The experts predicted that the 
first year for Bob Backlund would 
not only be his toughest test but 
his biggest hurdle. If he managed 
to get past that first year they were 
ready to alter their opinions. But 
first get past that first year. So the 
challengers came. Superstar Billy 
Graham received his rematch and 
won when he bloodied Bob and the 
match was stopped. Still Bob re- 
mained because the title can 
change hands only by pin or 
submission 

The second rematch became a 
Stee! Cage Match and Bob won 
this brutal contest decisevly, 
Graham would receive other title 
matches including a Sicilian Stret 
cher Match but failed to regain the 
elusive belt. Then came quick but 
hard fought victories over si 
mat stars as Ken Patera; Spiros 
Arion; Stan Stasiak and George 
(Animal) Steele. 

Then Captain Lou Albano 
brought in van КОЮН a former 
holder of the WWF title. Koloff 
proved to be a very tough com- 
petitor who gained a victory over 
Backlund when it was ruled Bob 
was bleeding too excessively to 
continue. There came a rematch 
and Bob emerged victorious with 
his famous Atomic Spinebreaker. 
This maneuver had won him the ti- 
tle and many other matches in 
defense of the belt. Koloff received 
other title matches as all the 
others before him but Backlund re- 
mained champion 

The Grand Wizard then brought 
in Crusher Blackwell and Ernie 
Ladd. They proved tough com- 
petitors as Blackwell weighed 420 
pounds and Ladd 315 pounds. Yet 
Bob managed to defeat them with 
his Atomic Spinebreaker. Fred 








Bob Backlund tries to win this match with a semi- 
submission hold. 








One of Bob's toughest opponents turned out to be Ivan Kolotf who 
drives Bob to the mat with this Bodyslam. 
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Bob Backlund attacks his arch enemy High Chief Peter Maivia 
In this Stee! Саде Match which Bob won. 


Blassie brought in Maniac Victor 
Rivera who once had been a hero 
but now turned mat villain. Rivera 
met the same fate as all the 
others. 

As 1978 came to a close Bob 
Backlund had a bitter pill to. 
swallow. He had been teaming up 
with High Chief Peter Maivia in tag 
matches. Their goal to win the 
WWF World Tag Title from The 
Yukon Lumberjacks. In Maivia here 
was a true friend who had trained 
Backlund from his amateur days 
and early pro days. Then suddenly 
Maivia turned on Bob during a 
most important tag match against 
Blassie's Rivera and Arion. Maivia 
also turned on Amold Skoaland. 

This course of events turned 
Bob Backlund. He always stated 
he wanted to win his matches with 
scientific skills rather than brawling 
tactics. But now he wanted re- 
venge and swore he would teach 
Miavia a lesson. Said Bob, "If 
Maivia wants a war he's got one. 
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This man is a traitor and stabbed 
me and my manager in the back. 
He's hooked up with Fred Blassie 
for money and visions ої my title 
Nil be as vicious as can be if | 
must." 

It took three wild brawling 
matches to determine a true win- 
ner. Maivia won the first when 
Backlund failed to, enter the ring 
before the ten count. The гета! 
saw both wrestlers counted out 
While fighting outside the ring. The 
third encounter was inside a Steel 
Cage and Backiund won this match 
by climbing over the top of the 
Steel cage ending a bloody war 
With both wrestlers covered with 
blood. 

This steel Cage Match became 
the first title defense for Backlund 
in Madison Square Garden at the 
beginning of 1979. Ivan Koloff, 
Rivera and newcomer Bad 
News Allan Coage all received title 
matches and lost to Backlund. 

Even Maivia received other 











matches but failed, which included 
a Lumberjack match. 

Immediately after Maivia came 
Greg Valentine under the guidance 
of The Grand Wizard. Valentine 
noted for his Figure 4 Leglock was 
picked as a definite threat to 
remove the belt from Bob. The first 
match took place just one day 
short of Bob's first anniversary as 
WWF champion. This match went 
to a one hour draw. 

With the first year as champion 
under his belt many experts of- 
fered their opinions on Bob 
Backlund. They agreed that Bob 
was a credit as champion. He had 
met and defeated all thrown 
against him. Against Valentine it 
was agreed that Bob never looked 
better. So far there were experts 
who were won over to Backlund's 
side. Yet there are still others 
reserving judgment. They wanted 
to see more 

Backlund met Valentine again 
and pinned him. They have had other 











Ken Patera tried to win the WWF 
belt from Bob but failed. Bob uses a 
side Headlock on Patera. 


Here comes Tho Atomic 
Spinebreaker delivered by Bob 
Backlund which brings him 
many victories. 








matches and Valentine has scored 
token victories by bloodying 
Backlund with the matches being 
stopped. This feud is still raging. 

Amid all this came Captain Lou 
Albano with Dick "Bulldog" Brower 
and the three Valiant brothers, Jim- 
my, Jerry and Johnny. Brower 
received his title chance at 
Madison Square Garden. Backlund 
incensed over an incident weeks 
earlier when Brower hit Bob over 
the head with a chair, became a 
brawler once again and after a 
tough brawl pinned Brower. 

Backlund has also defended his 
title with victories over all three 
Valiants. Looming in the horizon 
are The Great Hossien Arab from 
Iran under Fred Blassie and Pat 
Patterson managed by The Grand 
Wizard. Can Bob Backlund con- 
tinue his title reign with success 
against them? Will either of these 
1wo wrestlers pull off the big 
upset? If not who will come to 
challenge Bob? 

Some experts have been won 
over. They admit that Bob 
Backlund has proven himself. He 
has managed to get by his first 
year with success against top 
talent. His title reign came in 
jeopardy many times but deter- 
mination and experience paid off 
‘Champions are made not born. 

There are still experts who 
refuse to offer any opinion. There 
are some who still maintain that 
Backlund's scientific approach 
must change. He must get 
rougher. Bob has done both and 
won. Arnold Skoaland says, "Воб 
knows what's best for him against 
certain wrestlers. There are times 
he's admitted he was wrong. | try 
to help him as best | can. H 
shown me he's a great champion." 

Bob says, "Гуе done the best I 
can. I've beaten wrestlers who 
were picked as superior to me. | 
feel I've proven the experts were 
wrong. Some are doubtful and | 
guess you can’t please everyone. 
So far Bob it's been a job well 
done. 
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Called wild, even crazy, 
The Butcher has already 
been barred in 38 states 
for his villainous behavior 
in the ring. 


A well placed karate blow sends 
Invader Il toward the mat. 





Photos and story 
By GEORGE NAPOLITANO 


Crazy, wild, insane, nuts are just a few of 
the adjectives that have been used to 
describe the wild man from the Sudan, 
Abdullah the Butcher. 

Throughout the wrestling world there isn't 
a wrestler today who can come close to 
duplicating the villainous tactics that the 
Butcher frequently uses in the ring. 

No matter where he has appeared the 
Butcher has always captured that area's title 
and in the process has managed to get him- 
self barred from 38 states as well as several 
foreign countries. 

About seven years ago this reporter had 
the misfortune to run into Abdullah in the 
NWF cities of Buffalo, Cleveland, and Utica. 

t that time the Butcher was the reigning 
champion in that area and everywhere he 
appeared near riot conditions prevailed. | 
vividly recall being literally rammed into the 
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lockers of the Utica War Memorial 
Colisium as | tried to interview Ab- 
dullah's then manager, the Black 
Baron. | swore never to be in the 
same area as the mad man again 
But, not too long ago in 
Bayamon, Puerto Rico, our paths 
crossed. This time, however, | dou- 
ble checked that Abdullah was 
nowhere in sight before I spoke 
to his present advisor in the Carib- 
bean, Hugo Savinovitch 
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ed. "Outside - 
14,000 people wai 
in action. Ab- 


Savinovitch boa: 
there are over 
see my man 
h currently holds the Р 
Rican heavyweight title and | 
assure you that within a matter of 
weeks the Butcher will win 
Caribbean ti 
Right befo! 
Puerto Rico he 
















Japan ai 








while there the Butcher captured 
the Carnival trophy. This is a tour- 
nament that is held every year and 
Abdullah has won it three times in 
the last four years. Abdullah is 
simply adored in Japan. The people 
there have a great amount of re- 
spect for his ability. They know the. 
man is a champion and he is 
treated with the honor and dignity 
that he deserves 

“| predict that Abdullah will also 





The referee holds up the Puerto Rican Championship belt. 


gain the same amount of respect 
here. Once the people in Puerto 
Rico and the countries of Trinadad, 
Tobago and Barbados realize that 
Carlos Colon, the Invaders and Ray 
Apollon are worked up, over the 
hill, and boring wrestlers they will 
get behind the great Abdullah and 
cheer him on. Г predict that this 
will happen soon. The people will 
begin to love Abdullah. He is simp- 
ly the greatest 


A bloody Invader Ii punches Abdullah The Butcher. 


x 


From the negative reception that 






Abdullah and his advisor, Hugo 
inovitch received the moment 
they appeared in view, it was fairly 





obvious that it would probably take 
а life time before the fans in the 
Caribbean ever “‘love"” Abdullah as 
much as Savinovitch has envision- 
ed. There didn't seem to be any- 

е out of the 14,000 people who 
jammed Estadio Loubriel in 
Bayamon who was cheering for the 

















Butcher, But the roar was simply 
deafening for Invader Il as he ap- 
proached the ring. 

After the referee gave the open- 
ing instructions to the participants 
the "war" was underway. The | 
match began in typical Abdullah 
fashion. After the first few minutes 
of action the Butcher pulled a for- 
eign object out of his trunks and 
began to rake it across the eyes of 

continued on page 58 
WRESTLING TODAY 33 











He's big, 6-2, weighs over 650 pounds, 
likes to travel, always has a smile 
and is very friendly. That's why... 


t / 
A friendly 650-pound wave. 


From deep in the heart of Bayou country comes a 
new star who will in time take the wrestling world by 
storm. His name is TeJon Thibodeaux and he stands 
over six feet tall and weighs in excess of 650 
pounds. 

Te-Jon has been wrestling professionally for only 
eight months and in this very short time the big man 
from New Iberia, Louisiana has amazed both the 
fans and the other wrestlers alike with his tremen- 
dous ability as well as his warm, friendly personality. 

Te-Jon was born and raised in the Bayous and it 
was a chance meeting between Te-Jon and Fritz 
Von Erich that brought the Big Cajun to the public's 
attention. 

“I was hunting in the woods one day and I sort of 
ran into Mr. Fritz Von Erich,” recalled Te-Jon. "He 
was out there hunting with his friend Danny “Bull- 
dog” Plechas and after a while we got to talking. 

Mr. Von Erich asked me if | ever rassled. | told him 
‘no’ being that | had never really been exposed to 
the sport, Mr. Von Erich told me that if | ever 

wanted to rassle to get in touch with him in Dallas. 

“After a few weeks | got to thinking about it and | 
decided to give it a try. | went to Dallas with my dog 
Arthur and Mr. Fritz taught me a few things. After a 
few weeks of rassling with his sons Kevin and David 
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EVERYBODY LOVES 
TE JON THIBODEAUX 


Photos and story By GEORGE NAPOLITANO 
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п and Cuba's Black Georgie 
pose before a match. 





TexJon is all smiles as he 
eaning nice and easy like. walks to the ring. 
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Agroup of young fans surround Te-Jon. 


at it ever since." 

In his short time as a profes- 
sional the big man has wrestled 
such stars as The Spoiler, Bull 
Ramos, Mark Lewin, Gino Her- 


ingly Те-Јоп has came out on top 
in quite a few of these battles. 


and mixing it up," Те-Јоп related, 


a party for me. In Cajun we call а 


friends to have a good time when 

they come out to the matches. 
Outside of the Texas area Te- 

Jon is relatively unknown in the 


ahead more and more people 
chance to see Te-Jon in action. 


sle in Det 
Carolinas” Te-Jon stated. “I'm 
really looking forward to traveling. 
1o these places and meeting the 
fans as well as rassling with the 
guys out there. This here rassling 





Before | started | hadn't even 
driven around in cars much other 


like I did in the Bayou, we didn't 
we don't have the problems that 


planes and seeing places that | 
really didn't even know existed. 
This is all new and exciting to me 
and I'm loving every minute-of it. 
“Someday I hope to go to New 
York. I've heard the guys talk 


about the place, and it sounds like 


1 had my first match and I've been 


nandez and Bill White and surpris- 


"I really enjoy going into the ring 
‘Even though I haven't won all my 
matches I've come out on the win- 
ning side quite a few times. Every 
time | step into the ring it's sort of 


party a Fe-De-Do and | want all my 


wrestling world, but in the months 
around the country will be getting a. 


“I've already been signed to ras- 
it, Atlanta, Ga. and the 


has opened up a new world for me. 


than an old beat up pick-up. Living 
have all the luxuries of the city, but 


come with it either. Now l'm taking 





a real fun place to see. Who knows 
if 1 continue to do well | just may 
get the chance to do all these 
things." 

When talking to Te-Jon the con- 
versation invariable centers 
around his tremendous size and 
weight, Like most people his size 
Te«lon can't go to a neighborhood 
store to purchase the latest 
fashions. But the big man has his 
problems well under control 

"My me-maw makes all my 
clothes". he revealed. "She always 
has and she really can whip ир 
some fancy outfits. My ring outfit is 
а red double knit. It gives me plen- 
ty of movement and besides it's 
very colorful." 

Teon paused for a moment and 
then continued. “The other day 1 
had a problem, however. | was in 
Puerto Rico and | tried to go into 
the casino place with all the slot 
machines. There they have a rule 
that you got to wear a coat to get 
jn. But, | didn't take but a few pair 
of over-alls and several shirts with 
me to Puerto Rico. They made me 
try on some coats that they had 
there, but | couldn't even get my 
arm in them, But next time I'm go- 
ing to be prepared because | want 
1o see what one of these places 
look like." 

What does the big man's diet 
consist of? Те-Јоп gladly reviewed 
his favorites. "I like everything. 1 
bet you can guess that by looking 
at me. Actually, though, my favor- 
ite type of food is Cajun cooking. 
Italian people love Italian food, and 
Cajun's just love that real down 
home Cajun cooking. 

"If Vint real hungry | could eat а 
big pot of gumbo with a lot of filet, 
‘continued on page 56 
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This chinlock by Bad 
News Allan Coage 
shows his strength as 
Frank Williams 
grimaces. 









“TLL DESTROY 


ANYONE WHO CE] 
IN MY WAY," 
BOASTS 






He’s certainly big enough and strong enough despite 
some complaints about his tactics. And with Fred Blassie 
in his corner, there's no telling what he will do next. 


He towered over his opponent by several 
inches. He outweighed him by some thirty. 
pounds. His opponent had more experience in 
wrestling by a few years; but judging from what 
was happening in the ring, Bad News Allan | 
Coage was easily winning this contest. Coage 
had brought into play his huge arsenal of vicious 
and ruthless tactics from the opening bell. 
Bad News Allan Coage was laughing loudly 

and pointing down at his battered opponent 

You see what | can do,” said Coage loudly. 

"This man is nothing against me,” as Coage 
continued taunting his opponent. The fans jeered 
and booed the boasting. Coage kicked viciously 
at his opponent's head. He circled his opponent 
and sent another kick to the head. | 

Fred Blassie standing at ringside was all smiles 

as his protege Coage did his thing. Blassie 
gestured with his cane and Coage grabbed his | 
opponent by the hair. lifted him up and sent а 
vicious right to the chin. The opponent fell flat | 
from the gloved right hand. Blassie gestured once | 

















Coage Jumps off the top tumbuckle more and Coage lifted his opponent again and 
to plummet down on Frank Williams. armwhipped him off the ropes. | 
| 
By FRANK AMATO 
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Then Coage charged across the 
ring, his right arm extended with 

the elbow pad placed strategic- 

ally at the elbow. The opponent was 
‘caught at the throat and fell heavily as 
Coage covered for the pin. The 
match was over and Coage had won 
another. Bad News Allan Coage and 
his manager Fred Blassie left the ring 
victorious, amid boos and jeering 

‘Once inside the safety of their 
dressing room Blassie grinned 
broadly as he pointed to Bad News 
Allan Coage. "This here man makes 
me proud of being a wrestling 
manager,” exclaimed Brassie. "Did 
you see the way he pulverized his 
‘opponent? It was pure Blassieitis 
Bad News did exactly what | told him 
todo, Every signal I givemeansa The referee counts the fatal three count as 
certain hold or maneuver Big Alhere Coage Pins his opponent. 
tore that bum apart.” 

Bad News Allan Coage seemed to 
stand more rigid as Blassie spoke 
well of his performance with his chest 
expanded, the muscles tight and 
gleaming under the light trace of 
perspiration on the ebony body. 
Coage smiled and nodded his head. 
"Whatever my manager says to do in 
that ring | do,” said Coage. "Fred 
Blassie will make me wear diamonds 
and drive big cars and put big wads о! 
money in the bank. Fred says he can 
make me champion and | believe he 
can. But even ifl don't become 
champion you can bet whatever | 
accomplish will be because of him. 

"I will make you champion if that 
red-headed punk Bob Backlund ever 
gives you a title match,” snapped 
Blassie. "So far you've beaten 
everyone thrown against you. You're 
undefeated. Sooner or later Backlund 
must wrestle you.” 

Bad News Allan Coage at 6'3" and 
265 pounds has so far cut through 
opponents with litle trouble. His 
mixture of expert judo holds, catch- 
as-catch-can wrestling and Blassie's 
repertoire of rough illegal tactics 
taught fo him, have made Coage 
someone to deal with. 

This is quite remarkable when you 
consider that Bad News Allan Coage 
has been wrestling only two years. 
Coage is a Judo Champion and 
Martial Arts Champion. He held these 
titles while campaigning in Japan. In 
the 1976 Olympiad in Montreal 
Canada Coage won a Bronze medal 
in Judo. 

From there Coage trained for a 
Career in pro wrestling and prior to 
‘coming into the WWWF areas he did ^ The referee checks the obvious chokehold 
all his wrestling in Japan. In Japan, by Bad News Allan Coage. 
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Coage took on the very best Japan 
had to offer and more than held his 
‘own. It was in Japan that Fred Blassie 
first saw Coage. 

Blassie tells it this way,” saw 
Coage in my first trip about a year 
‘ago. At that time | was interested in 
bringing back Shozo Kobayashi: 
What | saw of Coage I liked. Then in 
June of last year | returned to Japan 
апа what | saw of Coage more than 
intrigued me. | knew then I must sign 
this guy up for my stable of 
champions." 

Bad News Allan Coage says, 

‘When Fred Blassie came to me I 
was thrilled. Imagine a great 
champion wrestler and now a great 
Coage rears back with that gloved eger wenig EE 
right hand as he delivers a wicked Sues 
[oie me he would make me champion and 

rich. Only I had to wrestle his way. | 
really didn't care. I never wrestled 
breaking the rules but if getting ahead 
meant busting heads well there 
wasn't much thinking on the subject. 1 
was making money but nothing to 
what Freddie has gotten for me.” 

Ifthere is one thing Fred Blassie 
às noted for, itis taking raw talent and 
‘molding it into a competitor. Says 
Blassie, "I ve learned something from 
being a manager, Before | would take 
raw talent like Coage and tear down 
whatever style he had and molded 
him inta my kind of wrestler. By that it 
was strictly breaking the rules. 
Anything goes. | did this with Nikolai 
Volkoff; Scandor Akbar; Louis Cyr 
and Canadian Wolfman.” 

“Now Гуе learned to keep certain 
talents my wrestlers have and add my 
‘own brand. You will notice | did this 
‘with Spiros Arion, Victor Rivera and 
Chief Peter Maivia. In Bad News. 
Coage Гуе kept his great judo talent 
intact, taught him more holds and 
added my own brand of mayhem," 
Coage has а wicked right hand. 
Now Blassie has Coage wearlng а 
Glove on that right hand and, when 
Coage delivers that punch, he can 
down any wrestler. Of course Coage 
has been witnessed slipping a hidden 
weapon in that glove. 

This brings a strong denial from 
both Coage and Blassie. Says 
Biassie, "Now don't start that 
baloney. Coage is noted for his 
punching ability. He doesn't need any 
hidden weapon. You press guys are. 
always trying to stir up trouble." 






























Says Coage, "Tl put my right hand 
Bed News Allan Coage and his against anyone in toe to toe slugging, 
manager Fred Blassie. Blassie points including the power of Bruno 
to that elbow pad. continued on page 54 
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HOW 600D 
ARE THEY? 


BY ARTHUR TREISMAN 
(Photos by Ralph Duke) 

In recent months, the southwest has had little in the way of 
attention. Currently, the tag team of Akio Sato and Mr. Pogo have 
been sweeping up in Texas, Colorado, New Mexico and elsewhere 
in tag team competition. The attention of most fans is focused on 
the powerful and fierce combination from Japan, under the 
management of that wild Arabian, Scandor Akbar. Since this team 
first won the Western States Tag Team belts in the beginning of 
the year, they have successfully defended their belts against all 
challengers and have defeated every combination of wrestlers 
who has been active in that part of the country in the past year 
Such teams like: Blackjack Mulligan; Dick Murdoch: Dory Funk 
Ted DiBiase. The list goes on. These great accomplishments 
inside the ring have certainly made these two wrestlers, two new 
stars to contend with as individuals as well as a team. To discover 
how "General" Scandor Akbar has brought this team together 






















Manager Scandor Akbar introduces his tag 
team champions to the crowd. 
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The newest tag team sensations impressively 
won the Western States Title. Now, they are 
looking for other areas to conquer under 
manager Scandor Akbar. 





Sato comes to the assistance of Mr. Pogo 


who is in command. | 
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and capture the Tag Team 
Championship, we have to go back 
10 1978. To discover how these two 
wrestlers got to be where they are, 
we have to go back even further 
than that. 

The first опе of this trio (Sato, 
Pogo, and manager Akbar) to come 
into this area was Mr. Pogo, who 
was brought into this area by Sir 
Oliver Humperdinck, a well known 
and respected manager over the 
world. Mr. Pogo, who stands at 6/2" 
and weighing 270 Ibs., started his 
career in the early 1970's in Japan 
and was discovered by 
Humperdinck on a tour through the 
Orient. Mr. Pogo wrestled mostly in 
Singles matches until his current tag 
team partner, Akio Sato was brought 
in. Mr. Pogo was always an 
extremely unpopular wrestler 
among the wrestling fans in Texas 
and surrounding states as well. Mr. 
Pogo has been well trained in the 
Martial Arts and never hesitates. 
using both legal and illegal 
maneuvers, including choke holds, 
jumping from the top rope, gauging, 
etc. Mr. Pogo had done quite well on 
his own, while under Humperdinck's 
management. But suddenly that 
changed and Humperdinck decided 


Mr. Pogo and Sato hold their Western 
Tag Team championship belts. 
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to leave the area and bring in 
‘Scandor Akbar to manage his 
protege. 

Dory Funk and Larry Lane were 
the current Western States Tag 
Team Champions. Since both 
wrestlers are local grapplers (both 
from west Texas), they enjoyed 
vocal fan support at the various 
arenas when defending their 
coveted title. With fan support and 
with good team work they were able. 
to remain on top. Dory Funk 
certainly is not popular everywhere, 
except in Texas where fans root for 
their fellow Texans. Scandor Akbar 
and Mr. Pogo have been feuding 
with many of the area's wrestlers 
and got into feud with the current 
Tag Team Champions. Mr. Pogo has 
wrestled both many times on an 
individual basis in singles matches. 
Each one has objected to Mr. 

Pogo's foul tactics and Scandor 
Akbar's interference during these. 
matches, when one of the co- 
holders gained the upper hand. 
Obviously there was a score to 
settle. 

Akbar refused to believe that 
screaming fans can alter the 
outcome of a match. He refused to 
believe that the team of Funk and 
Lane were so good and were. 
vulnerable to defeat if he had a tag 
team combination to manage. Akbar 
felt that the only reason Funk and 
Lane were champions, for such a 
long time, was because the 
‘champions have not defended their 
title against any quality tag team. So 
Akbar searched all over for the 
perfect tag team partner for Mr. 
Pogo. Akbar heard of Akio Sato, who 
was currently active throughout 
Georgia. Akbar went aver to watch 
Sato in action as well as interview 
him, 

Akio Satois originally from Tokyo, 
Japan. He is still in his mid 20's, 
Stands 6 feet tall and weighs in at 
235 lbs. In the ring, Akio is very agile 
anda well-conditioned athlete who 
trains vigorously for hours in the. 
gym daily. Like Pogo, Sato is also 
skilled in the martial arts, holding a 
blackbelt in Judo. Sato wrestles the 
way he wants in the ring, despite. 
any rules. So Akbar did note these. 
Similar types of style, ability апа 
experience. Sato has been active. 
since around 1973, and had the 
desire to become a wrestler since 
early childhood. As a youngster and 
then as a teenager, he was an all- 
around athlete, excelling in not only 











wrestling and Judo, but other non- 
combatant sports like basketball, 
where he almost received a 
Scholarship, but passed it up instead 
to pursue a wrestling career. He felt 
the only way to be a great future star 
in wrestling was to learn from the. 
best. Since Tokyo is probably the. 
capital of professional wrestling, 
drawing the best talent from around. 
the world, Akio regularly attended 
the matches. 

In addition, Akio went to the same 
gym that many of the wrestlers went 
toand Akio tried to train along with 
them. He would ask them for tips їп 
training as well as maintaining a. 
proper diet. One particular wrestler 
‘who was impressed by this young 
man's desire and interest was Giant 
Baba. Baba took a liking to Akio and 
decided to take him under his wing 
and let him train with him. This was 
a tremendous opportunity for Akio, 
who followed what Baba and other 
top notch wrestlers would tell him. 

‘When Akio was ready to start his 
wrestling career, Baba was very 
instrumental in guiding him. When 
Baba took a tour through the United 
States, he brought Akio along to. 
Texas, and then later to the Kansas 
City area where his career 


Stomp executes a Sleeper Hold on the 
Sato. 








progressed. During this time in the. 
middle 1970's, Akio co-held the 
Central States Tag Team Title with 
Bob Geigel. They had held it for 
quite awhile, until Geigel split up the 
team fo wrestle overseas. Sato 
remained in the Kansas City area. 
asa top name wrestler and 
appeared on various main events 
throughout that area. He then 
decided to leave to go to the East 
Coast, first to the Carolina's, then to 
the Georgia area. While in the 
Georgia area, he wrestled many of 
the Top names, Akbar went to 
Georgia to meet with him. Akbar 
was impressed with Sato's 
credentials. In particular, Sato 
formerly co-held a major tag team 
Title and also since he has 
progressed rapidly in a rather short 
time as well, Akbar felt bringing Akio 
back to Texas with him would Бе 
great and intrggluced him o Mr 
Pogo. The thrée hit it off very well 
and this new combination was born 
Now that Akbar had his tag team, 
he focused on developing this team 
to become in contention for a title 
match against the current tag team 
champions. They immediately 
‘started as a tag team and were able 
to easily overcome any opposition. 
Both these wrestlers have very 
much in common, similar styles and 
outlook on the sport. When Akio first 
started here in his American debut, 
he was a different wrestler all 
together. Not only did they see a 
more experienced wrestler, but a 


A bloody Mr. Pogo is d. 
attempts to ris 








‘Sato jumps off the top rope toward the 
‘stunned Stomp: 


more aggressive one as well. going 
ош only to win. Rapidly, Sato and 
Pogo matured as a tag team, They 
decided they wanted to wrestle for 
the tag title. 

Sato and Pogo knew each one of 
the champion's style and 
capabilities, facing them either on 
an individual basis, or one would 
team up with another partner 
against this tough new team from 
Tokyo. Akbar had gone to the 
Promoter demanding a title shot for 
his team and got it in Amarillo. The 
current tag team champions Dory 
Funk and Larry Lane were looking. 
forward to defending their title 
against this team. They felt there 
was a score to settle and the night's 
tag team title defense would 
determine who once and for allis 
the better team as well as shutting 
up Akbar, if the champions won. 

On a January night at the 
Fairgrounds Sports Arena the main 
event tag title match was set. It was 
nip and tuck all the way. The referee 
had his hands full as both teams 
went all out. Akbar many times 
helped his team by grabbing an 
opponent's foot, or distracting the 
referee or help triple team one of 
their adversaries. Many times the 
other co-holder jumped in to help his 
partner, creating mayhem inthe 
ring. Finally, the tide changed in 
favor of Sato and Pogo where they 
set Larry Lane up for the pin and 
won the title in this one fall to a 
finish title match. Many rematches 
were set and the former champions 
меге unable to recapture the title 














Since then Sato and Pogo have 
successfully retained their title in 
numerous defenses against various 
combinations. They have proven 
themselves to be one of the greatest 
teams to hold the Westem States 
Tag Team title, and perhaps as good 
as any team anywhere. Akbar rarely 
consents to have his men split up 
and never allows one of his 
champions to team up with a third 
partner, saying “1 don’t want them 
1o lose their touch.” 

The future certainly looks very 
bright for these two wrestlers. 
Already they rank as wrestling's 
newest stars. As a team they are 
capable of reaching the heights and 
can до оп winning more prestigious 
titles in other areas, including the 
World Tag Team Title, whether it be. 
NWA. АМА or W.W.W.F. World 
Tag Team Title. Since Akio Sato has 
proven his ability himself in 
individual competition, he can 
certainly grow to become even a 
bigger star as a single wrestler. In 
short these two champions are 
destined for bigger and brighter 
things and the sky is the limit to 
where they can go as a team. 

Akio Sato and Mr. Pogo are 
names to remember. 


Sato applies а Boston Crab on a 
heipless Dennis Stomp. 








WRESTLING TODAY 47 











‘continued from page 43 
Sammartino. | don't need any hidden 
weapon in my glove to beat that has- 
been." 

Another clever maneuver Coage 
usesis an elbow pad on the right arm 
at the elbow which when delivered 
drops his opponent for the pin. This 
maneuver resembies the way Stan 
Hansen used his dreaded Lariat. At 
first Hansen would catch his 
‘opponent the same way as Coage. 
Then Hansen started to use the Lariat 
to the head, the same Lariat which 
hospitalized Sammartino with a 
broken neck. Hansen was accused of 
loading up that elbow pad. 

So far Coage has not been 
witnessed loading his elbow pad. 
Blassie points out, "Hansen never 
loaded his elbow pad. That was the 
accusations of Sammartino and Ivan 
Putski. It was never proven. | will 
admit that this elbow pad used by 





Coage is one worn by Hansen. | was 
given a present of it by big Stan. 
Other than that there is nothing in that 
pad. 

Bad News Allan Coage and Victor 
Rivera have been teaming up 
regularly and have remained 
undefeated. Both wrestlers ar 
managed by Blassie and he's proud 
of their success. They are hot on the 
trail of Larry Zbyszko and Tony Garea 
who hold the WWWF World Tag 
Team Championship. 

Blassie states, “Coage and River 
have wrestled Garea and Zbyszko 
and have held the champions to 
draws. This speaks well of my guys. ^ 
Given time the belts will be ours. Also. V 
the WWWF Heavyweight belt is one 1 

S э 


want and Coage can win me that. 
Coage boasts, "I want the belts. i uh. 
destroy anyone who getsin my way. 15 that Bad News Allan Coage putting 
something in his mouth or taking it 
main man out to place in that gloved hand? 


























What Blassie wants he gets. He's my 





Coage lifts Frank Williams high as he readies him for a mighty bodysiam. 
54 WRESTLING TODAY 








Te-Jon knees the fallen Bull Ramos. 





Te-Jon stares into the ring. 
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TEJON THIBODEAUX 


continued from page 39 


that's the seasoning that you put 
"I've never lifted weighs or any- 
thing like that," the big man stated, 
"but I'm pretty strong I guess. 
Back in the Bayou we used to do a 
lot of heavy work, and there wasn't 
nothing that 1 couldn't move. But 
now I've been going to the. gym 
with Kevin, David and some of the 
other fellows and | really enjoy it 
Although he still has a lot to 
learn, Te-Jon has the potential to. 
be a very big star. He's warm, p 
sonable and the kids flock to him 
like bees to honey. Once the big 
man masters a few more moves to 
compliment his pet finishing hold, 
"The Big Splash”. Te-lon will be un- 
beatabie. The Louisiana native is 
determined to make it to the top as 
а professional wrestler and in time 
“The Ragin’ Cajun" Te-Jon 
Thibodeaux will definitely become 








After a match, Te-Jon relaxes with a 
зон drink. 





the talk of the wrestling world 
on it; a couple of pots of rice. 
about five pounds of crawfish; sev- 
eral stacks of Boudan, that look 
like a sausage but it's filled with 
rice, herbs and spices, and just 
about anything else | could get my 
hands оп, When I’m real thirsty | 
love to drink a hurricane. That's 
the famous drink they make down 
in Bourbon Street, in New Orleans. 
That's a Cajun's delight and after 
about 10 of them I'd be put away 
for good.” 

Even though Te-Jon tips the 
scales well over 650 pounds, don't 
get the idea that the man can't 
move. Actually, Te-Jon is extremely 
fast and agile for a big man. 
Besides this attribute Te-Jon's 
strength is phenomenal and he can 
absorb a bit of punishment, Blows 
that would normally knock down 
any other wrestler have very little 
effect of Te-Jon. 


ABDULLAH 
THEBUTCHER 


‘continued from page 33 


Invader II. The popular masked 
man was ready for Abdullah's 
villainous actions, however, and 
managed to pull it out of his grasp. 
Invader II then gave the big man a 
dose of his own medicine. Abdullah 
countered, however, with several 
well placed Karate blows to the 
side of the head. The chops sent 
the masked man crashing to the 
mat. Abdullah was now all over his 
opponent. The Butcher used every 
illegal move possible to render In- 
vader II helpless. 

But the masked man still had 
some fight left in him. After the 
referee tore Abdullah off of his op- 
ponent, Invader II rebounded. The 
masked man grabbed the Butcher 
and pounded his head repeatedly 
into the metal turnpost. Abdullah 
was now a mass of blood and the 
sight of his own blood seemed to 
shake up the Butcher. With the blood 
streaming down his brow Abdullah 
reverted to his wild, unorthodox be- 
havior. A kick from Abdullah's 
pointed boots sent the masked 
man flying out of the ring. Abdullah 
quickly followed him to the outside 
where they continued their battle. 
Eventually the referee, unable to 
control the two combatants, signal 
ed for the bell and declared the 
match a draw. 

The war is far from over, Ab- 
dullah would love nothing better 
than to finish off every wrestler in 
the Caribbean and Savinovitch has 
promised that the Butcher will do 
just that. 

“Tonight, it was Invader II. Next 
time it will be Invader Гапа then 
we will get the biggest chicken of 
them all, Carlos Colon," Savinovitch 
stated after the bout. “Опе by опе 
Abdullah will drive every wrestler 
out of the Caribbean. After we 
finish with all the Puerto Ricans the 
Butcher has promised that he will 
take care of that second rate 
wrestler who calls himself Big Red. 
The man is a joke. He doesn't 
know the first thihg about wres- 
tling, yet he has the nerve to 
challenge Abdullah. The Butcher 
will teach him a lesson he won't 
ever forget. 

“Then it will be on to Trinidad to 
beat the daylights out of Ray 
Apollon. He claims to be the cham- 
pion in Trinidad and Tobago, but he 
won't have that title too long once 
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‘The Butcher menacingly glances toward his opponent. 


Abdullah catches up with him. He 
too is a stiff just like the wrestlers. 
you have here in Puerto Rico. 

“Actually you can count on the 
finger of one hand the men who 
are in the same category as Ab- 
dullah. Abdullah is the greatest 
wrëstler in the world today and | 
don't think anyone could dispute 
this claim.” 

Abdullah the Butcher has 
accomplished quite a bit in his 


Seven years ago Abdullah rammed writer George Napolitano into the lock 





career and you be sure that the 
wild man from Sudan will be involv- 
ed in many more controversial situ- 
ations in the years go come. 

After his mission is complete in 
Puerto Rico and the neighboring 
Caribbean Islands, Abdullah the 
Butcher plans on returning to 
Japan and then onto Atlanta, 
Georgia where he will undoubtedly 
continue his never ending assault 
оп the wrestling world. 
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VALIANT BROTHERS 
continued from page 3 
tactics except maybe to warn the. 
referee about them." 

The referee must see the dirty 
work in motion before he can call. 
for a disqualification. The Valiants 
seldom are disqualified because 
they are so sly and cunning when 
it comes to breaking rules. They 
are experienced pros and they ad- 
mit it 

“it takes talent to break rules. 
and get away with it," Johnny said, 
“Lots of the other wrestlers are 
jealous simply because they are 
not able to sneak in an occasional 
gouge or choke once in a while. 
So, they complain to referees and 
other wrestlers. Bul, they still ac- 
сер! matches against us. We are 
not telling anyone our secrets nor 
do we deny that we often break 
rules. We do admit, though, that 
most opponents are just jealous 
and they have a right to be.” 


The Valiant Brothers have taken 
their rule-shattering tactics 
throughout the United States as 
well as Japan, Australia, Canada 
and New Zealand. They have im- 
pressed — and upset — fans 
wherever they appeared 

They drew 14,365 fans into San 
Francisco's Cow Palace to witness 
а World's Tag Team Championship 
match, In Madison Square Garden 
in New York, The Valiants drew 
19,589 spectators to witness their 
main event tag match, 

‘According to Johnny, the more 
wrestlers they beat the more 
money they make and the more 
chances occur of crippling op- 
ponents, To date, they have hospi- 
talized 34 wrestlers, two of whom 
will never wrestle again 

“We really love it when we have 
a match against two young ath- 
letes just out of college,” Jimmy 
sneered. “They think they know it 
all just because they have college 
degrees. Our college degrees are 
in our muscles and that's where it 
should be. These so-called up and 
‘coming young wrestlers think they 
have it all planned out. First, 
they're going to get matches 
against big name wrestlers and 
after the college kids defeat them 
they work their way up to a title. 
match. They win the title, defend it 
around the country and retire rich 
and famous. 











Wild action —Tony Rocca and 
the Valiants. 

"Wrestling isn't that easy, nor is 
lite in general, Johnny and my 
philosophy is simple: we stop these 
Quys before they ever have a 
chance to get very far. Once they 
spend a week or two in the hospi- 
tal they'll sit up and take notice. 
Most of them eventually quit 
wrestling within half a year. 

Many promoters are now refus- 
ing to book matches between The 
Valiants and younger, inexperienc- 
ed wrestlers. Like Shire says, The 
Valiants have done enough dam. 
age and it's best to avoid any 
future problems. He would like to 
see Pat Patterson, Andre the Giant, 
Peter Maivia, Bob Backlund and 
Ron Starr have a chance at them, 

“None of those guys are wres- 
tlers," Johnny shouted. "They are 
pushovers. They couldn't whip their 
way out of a paper bag. They are 


goody-goodies and we don't like 
them. We could defeat any and all 
of those wrestlers seven nights а 
week." 

According to Johnny, the only. 
wrestlers in the sport worth men- 
tioning besides themselves-are 
Playbay Buddy Rose, Stan “The 
Мап" Stasiak, The Sheik, Ed Wis- 
koski and Abdullah the Butcner. 
They are vicious, mean wrestlers 
who, like The Valiants, lave injuring 
‘opponents and using animalistic 
tactics on the mat 

Both men agreed they will con- 
tinue wrestling throughout the 
country, defeating whomever steps 
in their way. Their number of hos- 
pitalized opponents will continue to 
Grow. Thus far they have accom- 
plished all their goals. They insist 
they will continue to accumulate 
more accomplishments as time 





passes by 

Johnny grabbed the lunch bill; 
strutted over to the counter, whip- 
ped out a fifty dollar bill and paid 
the girl. Those seated at tables 
stared in amazement as the two 
blond giants strolled out of the res- 
taurants into the city streets 

“Just don't bug us about an 
thing and no one will get hurt," 
Shouted back as he closed the 
door. 

Johnny and Jimmy Valiant were 
оп their way back to the hotel 
тоот where they would rest for а 
while before packing their suit- 
cases to travel to the next town for 
their upcoming match. Hopefully, 
they will injure someone tonight — 
that's the way they think. And, 
hopefully they will pick up another 
large payoff. 

To them, it's all a way of life. 








he 
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No wrestler can 
apply the Sleeper 
Hold like Gagne. 








VERNE GAGNE 


(continued from page 19 


and | also want those belts. The 
way I see things one of us will win 
them”. 

The AWA tag title is something 
Verne would like to add to his 
trophy room but the belt worn by 
Nick Bockwinkle still remains 
uppermost in his mind. Before 
Veme does someday hang up his 
wrestling trunks he would love to 
wear the belt around his waist 
again. 

It seemed with Bobby Heenan. 





Mr. X gets a free ride as Gagno uses an Armwhip. 


A d 
who managed Nick Bockwinkle to 
йашын е ив 
near impossible to regain the 
AWA belt. But now Heenan has 
been banned from the AWA 
territory and Bockwinkle must go. 
it alone. Verne figures it may be 


the big break he's been looking 
tor. 





jeenan always interfered іп 
our matcties,”" said Gagne. “Just 
when it looked | would win 
Heenan coaxed Bockwinkle to get 
himself disqualified on purpose. 
Now that Heenan is gone my 
chances are more than good. | 











Gagne want to remove the mask 
from Mr. X. Gil Roman objects. 








Verne Gagne and Ted DiBiase have 
some dressing room fun with ring 
attendant Elliot Marin. 


truly feel I'm better than Nick on a 
опе to one basis. Don’t get me 
wrong about Bockwinkle. He's an 
excellent wrestler. He's crafty and 
Vicious but he's a tough man. He 
сап beat you when you least 
expect it. Still | feel my 
experience and wrestling ability 
is greater than his. He has youth 
on his side which means plenty. 
But I'm hungry for the belt and 
that’s a plus for my side." 

The legend of Verne Gagne 
started during his high school 
days playing football and 
wrestling. Then came college 





Gagne tries to 


with football and wrestling. After 
astint in military service Veme 
settled on wrestling rather than a 
pro grid career 

Success came almost 
immediately as Verne Gagne 
Showed the wrestling fans his 
style. Soon promoters sought his 
appearances on their cards. 
Before long Verne was signed for 
main events against the best 
around. During the early and 
mid-fifties Verne wrestled such 
mat greats as Lou Thesz; Antonio 
Rocca; Don Leo Jonathan; 
Whipper Billy Watson; 














р Mr. X down 
with this Snapmare during match. 


Hutton; Gene Stanley; The Sheik 
and others 

It was those matches against 
Lou Thesz, while Thesz was the. 
NWA World Champion, that really 
established Verne. Their matches 
became ring classics. Who else 
but Verne could score а victory. 
over Tony Rocca in Madison 
Square Garden? Not many 
wrestlers can claim that 

During the late fifties Verne had 
many ring wars with Dick the 
Bruiser. Their matches became 
wars that are still discussed 
among fans and wrestlers who 
witnessed them. Verne says of 
Bruiser, "Bruiser has to be one of 
the all time best roughnecks ever. 
Some consider him the best. All 1 
know he always tried to tear my 
head off. When you talk about 
legends Bruiser ranks up there.” 

Last May 10 marked the date 
when Verne Gagne has been 
wrestling professionally thirt 
years! There are not many active 
wrestlers around who can claim 
that and also be on top the way 
Verne is. Many of Verne's 
matches have been won by his 
famous Sleeper Hold. Verne has 
also mastered the Abdoninal 
Stretch to perfection. He is also а 
master of the Dropkick which he 
delivers with ease. 

They say legends are made not 
born and Verne Gagne made 
himself a legend. À legend that 
still adds lustre to a glorious 
career. A career few can match. 
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WANT TO MEET OUR GIRLS 





IN PERSON? FULL DETAILS WWE 39/99 Gagne 
PLUSILLUSTRATED CATALOG 4. Stan Hansen 
$1.00 TO: WWF World Heavyweight 5. Larry Hennig 
вох втер WwENothamerican Champion: 5. Veme Gagne 
IF Nor егісап | impion: 
AEE чо men || TeDoIAse ME m 
WWF Jr. Heavyweight Champion: ^ 5 wor igor 
200 FREE PHOTOS OF YOUR | TATSUMU FUJINAMI ate OR eran 
FAVORITE STARS! WWF World Tag Team ai eagle 
We'll mail you a beautiful ANT TAG TEAMS 
30 page catalog packed with | JOHNNY VALIAN 1. JerryJohnny Valiant 
full color photos of your 2. Bruno Sammartino 2. Paul Orndorit-Jimmy Snuka 
favorite stars... Shaun 3. Greg Valentine. 3, Twin Devils 
Cassidy, Dirk Benedict 4. Chief ay Sirongoow 4. Masked Assassin-Frank 
Susan Anton, Kristy 5. Bulldog Brower "Angel" Morell 
McNichol, and many, many | & ivan Putski 5. Greg Gagne-Steve Keim 
more, The catalog price is 2i Grat casein Arab 7. JackJerty Brisco 
$1.00, but we'll mail it to you | qo Santana 8. David-Kevin Von Erich 
free as a get-acquainted өсте 9. Chavo Guerrero-A! Madril 
offer. Just send 50c to help | 49 Jimmy Valiant 10. Ken Patera-John Studd 


Бапайпа costs 1: Ideal NWA TOP MANAGERS 





House, 2 Park Avenue, New 1. Sonny King 
York, N.Y. 10016. (Act now. ENARA 2. Captain Lou Albano 
while supplies last!) U.S. Champion: RIC FLAIR 3. Gary Hart 
North American Champion: коше 
MR. WRESTLING ЇЇ 5. The Grand Wizard 
World Tag Team Champions: ee 
PAUL ORNDORFF-JIMMY SNUKA y Heenan 
$ eiu 1. Dusty Rhodes 8. Arnold Skoaland 
90. amatour cod Battie Bere 2. Dick Murdoch 9. Fred Blassie 
3. Ernie Ladd 10. Eddie Mansfield 
4. Ricky Steamboat 
qp De WOMEN 
6. Rocky Johnson 
7. Pau Jones WRESTLERS 
в. Jimmy Garvin World Champion: FABULOUS 
9. Masked Superstar MOOLAH 
10. Jack Brisco 1. Vickie Williams. 
2. Susan Greene 
AWA 3. Jean Antone 
AWA World Heavyweight 4. Kitty Adams 
Champion: NICK BOCKWINKLE 5. Princess Little Heart 
AWA World Tag Team Champions: 6. Joyce Grable 
GREG GAGNE- 7. Suzette Ferrara 
STEVE OLSONOWSKI 8. Donna Christinello. 
1- Billy Robinson 9. Joyce Mansfield 








2. RayStevens 10. Vivian St. John 








WEST COAST ROUND-UP 


Several promoters have joined 
the West Coast wrestling scene 
to promote live matches 
throughout the ares. Red Bas- 
tien, a former champion and 
still a great wrestler, has been 
promoting matches regularly. 
Не has been contacting many 
top names and several young, 
upcoming talented athletes, as 
well as topnotchers who have 
gone into semi-retirement, to 
wrestle on his cards. 

Matches have been held in 
Modesto, Sacramento, Pleasan- 
ton, San Jose and Sonora, and 
Bastien has been pleasing fans 
by presenting many new faces 
on the mat. 

Among them is handsome, 
young Steve Pardee of San Fran- 
cisco, a 5'11", 221 pounder who 
prefers wrestling by the rules. 
Pardes wrestled successfully in 
high school and plans on mak- 
ing а career of ít as а pro. 

Veterans Kurt Von Brauner, 
Woody Farmer, Kinji Shibuya 
and Art Doninguez have return- 
ed to the mat wars under Bas- 
tien's wing. 

"Т have wrestled for many 
years," Von Brauner said, “and 
T told everyone when I tem- 
porarily disappeared from the 
wrestling arenas that I would be 
making a comeback and that's 
what I'm doing, 

Von Brauner held the World's 
‘Tag Team Championship with 
brother Karl and they suc- 
cessfully defended thetr crowns 
against topflight teams for 
almost two years before split- 
ting up. At that time three years 
ago Karl continued wrestling 
throughout the country while 
Kurt, the bigger of the two at 
6/27, 259 pounds, took time off 
for a deserved vacation, 

“Tt feels great to be back in 
wrestling,” he admitted. “I feel 
as strong, capable and rough as 
ever. I always did well as a 
wrestler and I want to hit it big 
again, Iam ready. 

"Once you become a full time 
wrestler, and put in 24 years 
like I did, it's difficult to quit no 
matter how many bones have 
been broken — wrestling gets in 
your blood.'* 

Von Brauner and Woody 








‘Farmer have been feuding lately 
and, although Farmer із a scien- 
tific wrestler, he finally realized 
he must become rougher to han- 
dle Von Brauner. 

“Т have met a lot of rough 
opponents but I admit Von 
Brauner is one of the roughest,” 
Fermer said. “I'll give him a 
taste of his own medicine. I can. 
handle him.” 

Farmer has wrestled through- 
out the country. He owns a suc- 
cessful large moving company 
based in Oakland and eventually 
he would like to promote 
wrestling. 

‘He recently performed several 
feats of strength on television. 
Red Bastien, a former wrestler, now 
а West Coast promoter. 








Little Tokyo. 
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Kurt Von Brauner works over his foe. 





By ALLAN BOLTE 


One feat saw him invite eight. 
volunteers from the audience to 
attempt to pull him off his feet 
with а rope—Farmer succeeded 

Bastien has been filming mat- 
ches in Modesto, California's 
Uptown Arena every other Fri- 
day night to show on television 
for the Sacramento and Modesto 
areas. 

Meanwhile, wrestlers have 
been flying in to San Jose’s 
Civic Auditorium for bi-weekly 
matches. Bob Roop, Kevin 
Sullivan, Dean Ho, Black Jack 
‘Mulligan, Dick Murdoch, Dennis 
Stamp, Manny Fernandez, Ricky. 
Romero and Mr. Soto have been 
headlining cards. 

‘The Roop vs. Sullivan feud 
still isn't over. The two fought 
again in San Jose and both 
wrestlers were cut and bleeding 
severely. 

“Т don't care who reads this, I 
am going to admit that I hope T 
break Roop's back,” Sullivan 
shouted after his match, ‘Roop 
deserves to be hurt. He has de- 
graded me, injured me and my 
tag team partners. I won't stand 
for it. I am not through with 
him yet, and if I have to chase 
him all across the country to 
catch him I will 

Sullivan added that he wante 
Roop in a return matoh with no 
rules; anything goes. Will Roop 
accept? Time will tell. 

Little Tokyo had quite a few 
things to say recently as he 
stopped in San Francisco for a 
few days’ rest before continuing 
on to Tokyo, Japan, where he 
was to wrestle for six weeks. 

‘Tokyo, the four foot, three 
inch midget who weighs 98 
pounds, often becomes 
depressed. 

1 enjoy wrestling and travel- 
ing around the world,” Tokyo 
said. “The thing that often 
bothers me is the fact I am a 
midget. It’s not as easy as peo- 
ple think. I can't walk into a 
restaurant without having vir- 
tually everyone stare at me. The 
same applies everywhere I go, 
the bank, stores, post offices 
and even just strolling down the 
street. 

“Being а successful pro wres- 
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tler helps greatly. My mind is 
occupied with my match, travel, 
exercise and paper work. If I 
weren't busy wrestling, I think 
І would lead a pretty gloomy 
ше.” 

Hearing the truth about Little 
Tokyo is sad. Seeing the 27 year 
old in action on the mat is вай, 
too — for his opponents. Tokyo 
isn't the soft-spoken, big 
hearted man he is on the street. 
He is fast and sly, vicious and 
cunning during his matches. He 
has won 89% of his matches 
‘and if breaking a rule or two 
could mean victory, he wouldn't. 
think twice about kicking or 
hitting his foe. 

‘According to Tokyo, one of the 
reasons he becomes so angry 
and rough in the ring із because 
of his frustrations. 

“I take out all of my life's. 
problems on my opponents,” he 
said. “Sometimes I turn out to 
be sorry because they, too, can 
become pretty tough. But, the 
reason I am в rough wrestler is 
because I lead a rough Ме." 

Jerry Monti recently returned 
from a tour of Japan where he 
accepted challenges from several 
of Tokyo's most capable wres- 
Чеге. Monti held his own 
against them and did an ex- 
cellent job of following all the 
rules and winning the support 
of thousands of fans. 

Monti is an excellent athlete, 
He has lived in the San Fran- 
cisco area for 14 years and has 
wrestled off and on here for 10 
years. He has wrestled Ray 
Stevens, Pat Patterson, Buddy 
Rose, The Valiant Brothers, the 
late Moondog Mayne, The An- 
nooai Brothers, Pepper Gomez, 
Bruno Sammartino, Spiros 
Arion, and Mr. Sato. Of those, 
Stevens, according to Monti, is 
the roughest. 

"Stevens is a great wrestler,” 























he admitted. “He is fast, 
sadistic, experienced, and 
strong as a bull. I don’t approve. 
of many of his tactics, but I still 
admit he is a fantastic wrestler. 
In my opinion, he is one of the 
all-time greats." 

The great Pampero Firpo, 
often billed as the wild bull of 
the Pampas, will be returning to 
the West Coast shortly. He hss 
been taking on topnotchers in 
Hawaii, Texas and Missouri and 
plans on returning to California, 

“I have signed several con- 
tracts and must fulfill them," 
he said. “I enjoy the West Coast 
and am looking forward to re- 
turning here. Competition is 
tough, people are intelligent, 
money ів excellent and weather 
1s beautiful.” 

Intelligent people 1s exactly 
what Firpo enjoys. He speaks 
five languages fluently and ів an 
educated man, having graduated. 
from the University of Califor- 
nia in Berkeley. His qualiti- 
cations offered him positions ав 
а professor, which he rejected 
due to his longing to wrestle. 

‘This columnist recently spoke 
to former World Heavyweight 
Wrestling Champion Terry 
Funk, who admitted it isn’t eas 
living the life of а topnotch 
grappler who is in demand all 
over the world. 

“To be honest, I am getting а 
Little tired of all the traveling, 
wrestling, working out, nego- 
tiating with promoters and 
everything else involved,” said 
Funk “I am proud of myself 
and I want wrestling to carry on 
with the family. 

“Тп going to fulfill all my 
contracts but I would really like 
to eventually settle down as 
soon as I can. I suppose I will 
always wrestle, but perhaps not 
quite as often.” 

Does it sound like Funk wants 
to retire? 

Funk, 32, has appeared in 
several movies including 
“Paradise Alley" with Sylvester 
Stallone and has made numer- 
ous appearances on The Mike 
Douglas and Merv Griffin 
shows. He has traveled all over 
‘the world and, like his older 
‘brother Dory, Jr., is well known 
for his many triumphs. 





